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-neMAIUNGDATEofthiscommunicationa 
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Responsive to communication(s) filed on 

B'This action is FINAL. 

a / Claim(s)__L3^2i3___ 



- M ONTH(S) FROM THE MAILING DATE 



■ ~ ,^, y „ lum me set or extended period for mnh/ «ni h„ ^7 w myjn 1 Trom « 

- Any reply received by the Office later than ™™n2^£ ^ to beo 




Of the above claim(s). 

□ Claim(s)- 

□"Claim® _[Q^2^. 

□ Claim(s) 

□ Claim(s) 

Application Papers 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on 

□ The drawing(s) filed on 



is/are pending in the application. 

is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 

are subject to restriction or election 
requirement 



is/are objected to by the Examiner 



is □ approved □ disapproved. 



□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
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Claims 12-23 are rejected under 35 T I <? r in r . 

35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as containing subject 

of the claimed invention. 

compartment, but not simultaneously. 

™ S rejeCti ° n " Pmm ^ ^ W'icanfs May 2, , 2003 response 

the invention. 

applicant mean -electrochemical-? 
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Claim ,2, line ,3, » w here,n , he circuit applies...." is process .anguage and no, proper for 

anapparan.eiainr. Wordingsncnas -wherein *e ciroui, is adapted ,o a PP ,,..... sh ou M be used 
instead. 

This rejection is prompted by applicant's response. 

Claims 12-23 are rejected under 35 I J S r i mru\ u ■ 

j unaer j 3 u.b.L. 102(b) as being anticipated by Kato etal 



5,672,811 



Applicant argues tha, Kato does not disclose a circuit app.ying a voltage such tha, a 
partial pressure of oxvgen in the measuring gas contpartmen, corresponds toalambda value 
equal to or greate than 1.3. 

™s argument is notpersuasive. A voltage va.ue or a lambda V a,„ e is a process limita , ion 
and can no, serve as a patentabie distinction for an apparatus claim over prior art. The voltage 

apparatus, not the apparatus itself. 

As for claim 20, Kato discloses an example of 0.8% gold a, col. 27, line 63. 

In.helDSofMa^l^OOS.meDEdocumenthasbeenconsideredordytotomeexten, 
of its drawings. 
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The substitute specification is approved. 

actio. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Sec MPEP , 70,07 ( a, 
reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR l.,36( a ). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set ,„ expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 

^^^^^^^^^^ 

will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 
U36(a)W,l he caiculated from .he mailing date of the adviso^ actio. In no even,, however 
™« the statuto.periodfor reply expire later than SIXMONTHS from the date of this f„ a , 



action. 



The examiner can be reached at 703-308-339Q ui* , ■ 

5329 ■ Hls supervisor Nam Nguyen can be 

reached at 703-308-3322. Any general inquiry should be directed to the • 

j uuiu ue uirected to the receptionist at 703-308- 
0661 . A fax number for TC 1 700 is 703-872-93 1 1 
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